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Get an up-close look at the spectacular floats and admire the detailed wood
carvings by skilled artisans.
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Entrance / Ticket Counter
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Video Theatre Room
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Sawara was a bustling merchant town thanks to water transport via the Tone River, and it was
even known as "Little Edo". The Sawara Grand Festival and Sawara-bayashi (festival music) are

recognised as National Important Intangible Folk Cultural Properties and have been registered as
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.
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At the Festival Float Museum, you can view two full-sized festival floats at any time of the year
(excluding the actual festival period) and enjoy videos and exhibits showcasing the Sawara Grand
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A large screen presentation that immerses you in the
powerful and exciting scenes of the festival.

e B7R7ZL  Festival Float Display ~ See the actual floats used in the Sawara
Grand Festival—exhibited year-round

except during the festival itself.
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The floats used in Sawara are two-tiered structures with
four wheels. Each float features carvings made from
keyaki (zelkova wood) and displays a historical or
mythical figure on top.
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@Size: Height: around 4.0m, Width: around 3.2m, Depth:
around 3.8m (A huge doll is 45m tall on its top floor.)
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Displays on the 2nd floor include musical instruments like flutes, drums, and bells
used during the festival, as well as the detailed wooden carvings that decorate the
floats. These carvings are made by master sculptors like Goto-Moemon,

Ishikawa-Sannosuke, Komatsu-Mitsushige, and Kaneko-Mitsuharu. A panoramic
view of the two floats can also be enjoyed here.
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Historical and cultural
A materials from the Sawara
AE— festival are exhibited here.
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In Sawara, the method used to move the floats is known as “hikimawashi”, which literally
means pulling and spinning. The floats are mano ith long wooden poles called
“teko” from the front, and pushed from behind with p ion.

The gap between the Han-ma (front axle) and the Do-ma (main body) is critical for float
navigation, allowing skilled handlers to steer and rotate the massive floats through
narrow town streets.
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Display  Exhibits musical instruments like flutes and drums used in the
festival, along with wooden carvings that once adorned actual floats.

e |IERRE=MIR  Float Viewing Area
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The detailed wooden carvings on all four
"Kanto-bori", a style that uses zelkova (keyak
craftsmanship S namic carvi are done ng intricate met and
include motifs from Chinese legends, Japanese fo ¢, historical scenes thical
creatures, and animals like dragons and lions. The high level of artistry is one of
the highlights of Sawara floats.
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Stare at the symbolic dolls of the Sawara Grand Festival regarded as some of the
best in Japan. If you stare long enough, you might find they speak to you.
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Kiri-e pictures of the floats
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On the top tier of each float sits a large figure which are surrounded by handrails
called “Hane-koran”. These dolls depict heroic characters from Japanese legends,
folklore, and history. The dolls are 4 to 5 meters tall and made by skilled craftsmen
from the Edo, Meiji, and Taisho periods.

Some floats also feature dolls made of rice or barley straw, which are remade by
locals regularly.

@ £ERRZE Festival Doll
Outside of the festival period, one of the current dolls is on display
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A large float figure head, believed to be one of the biggest in the festival's history.



