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SAWARA GRAND FESTIVAL Autumn

The Sawara Grand Festival consists of 3 days during summer and 3 days during
autumn. It has been designated as an Important Intangible cultural heritage by
UNESCO and is considered one of the greatest float festivals in the Kanto region. The
Autumn festival has 14 five-meter-tall floats which carry eye-catching dolls of a
similar heights.

The festivals highlight is the acrobatic spinning of the floats called
No-no-ji-mawashi, where the float is spun around to resemble the Japanese charac-
ter (D). This requires immense strength and concentration so as not to stray from
the axis. Additionally, the sounds of Sawara-bayashi, one of the three greatest festi-
val musical performances in all of Japan accompanied by the skilful Te-odori dancing
is sure to leave an impression.

The second day of this year's autumn festival will feature a once-ev-
ery-three-years ceremony called Nenban Hikitsugi, where they pass the leader posi-
tion to the next ward. The other two days, each float will be pulled along a designated
route with No-no-ji-mawashi, Sawara-bayashi, and Te-odori on the way.
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Learn more about festival here
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