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lifelike dolls of heroes from Japanese history
or folk tales. The height of each doll or figure
is 5 meters tall and the total height of the float
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produced by
incident

of Sarutahiko is on display which is the
invaluable cultural property.
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History of Sawara Grand Festival
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‘If you want to see true Edo, come to the central Sawara superior to Edo’. This
song used to be widely sung in Sawara. The financial wealth became a driving
force for the development of Sawara’s individual culture and Float Festival.
And, the economical and cultural ties with Edo (Tokyo) made the people
conscious of ‘Edo’, which stimulated them to raise ‘the spirit of Edo-Masari
(superior to Edo)’.
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Sawara-Bayashi (festival music)
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Sawara-Bayashi's specific emotional sound and varieties of tunes have no
other instances in Japan. Sawara-Bayashi and festival events are nationally
registered Important Intangible Cultural Property. Listen carefully to
Sawara-Bayashi and you can feel its very individual sound of tunes.
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Yasaka Gion Festival (Fri. Sat. & Sun. after July 10th )
and Suwa Shrine Festival (Fri. Sat. & Sun. on the
second week of October) are collectively called
‘Sawara Grand Festival (10 floats in summer and 14
floats in fall).
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Acrobatic Turning of the Float ~ 1he event of turning of the floats is the climax of the festival.

s

[DDFWL | Clockwise turning of the float called ‘Nonoji-Mawashi’
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The floats rotate several times slowly, tracing a stroke of Hiragana ‘®’ as the =
figures on the top floor performs Noh play. Other acrobatic float turnings are
‘Soroban-biki (straight dashing like going on beads on an abacus) and
‘Koban-Mawashi (turning ovally)’.
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