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Look at the floats close by, and also appreciate the ranks of wood carvings around
the float sides. You can wear Japanese worker's loose outer-garment (prepared
nearby) called Hanten and take the photos of you in festive mood.
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Sawara became a wealthy commercial town by ship transportation on the Tone River with Edo
(Tokyo). Edo-Masari ‘superior to Edo’ spirit produced Sawara Grand Festival and Sawara-Bayashi
(festival music). Sawara Grand Festival is now nationally registered as Important Intangible Folk
Cultural Property and UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.
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Here, at Festival Float Museum, there are two floats on display at all times (Except the period of
Sawara Grand Festival).
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A panorama-screen video presentation of the festivals
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1l floats with two floors driven by four wheels
ted from Edo type of floats but developed
independently in Sa he whole body of float is made
of wood as ze a (Keyaki), Japanese cypress (Hinoki)
and oak (Kashi).
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@Size: Height: around 4.0r idth: around 3.2m, Depth:
around 3.8m (A huge doll is 45m tall on its top floor.)
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On the second floor, you can see various musical instruments (bamboo flutes, big
drums, small drums, big hand-drums, small hand-drums and handy bronze gongs)
and exquisite Kanto-style carvings by master-sculptors like Goto-Moemon,

Ishikawa-Sannosuke, Komatsu-Mitsushige, Kaneko-Mitsuharu. Enjoy a good view
of two festival floats from the higher level.
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“To move floats around town' is called ‘Hikimawashi' in Saw iki or hiku (pull or draw)
and or or mawasu (turn or move around). The log called ‘Teko (lever) (around 4m
in length, around 20kg in weight) plays an important role to move or stop a float properly.

By putti into the gap betw el (called Han-ma) and the float body to control
speeding, steering and stopping of a float.
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Musical ornaments such as drums and pipes as well as wooden float
sculptures are on desplay
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The numerous carvings around the four sides of the floats are called ‘Kant6-bori

depict interesting scenes from Japanese myth, folktales, medieval
Chinese anecdotes.
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Stare at the symbolic doll or figure of Sawara Grand Festival, the biggest one in

Japan, and you will feel as if it were a real human being who is beginning to talk
to you.
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Dashi pictures
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On the top floor of the floats surrounded by the handrails with the upward curved
tip called ‘Hane-koran’ stand doll or figure of the he

dary stc doll or figur

d of the nen in Edo,
of rice or barley straw manufactured by locals.




